~‘ Dorset

Council

PEOPLE AND HEALTH SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 19 JULY 2022

Present: Clirs Gill Taylor (Chairman), Molly Rennie (Vice-Chairman), Piers Brown,
Robin Cook, Nick Ireland, Louie O'Leary, Jon Orrell, Mary Penfold and
Belinda Ridout

Apologies: Clirs Bill Pipe

Also present: Clir Tony Alford, Clir Jon Andrews, Clir Shane Bartlett, Clir
Richard Biggs, Clir Cherry Brooks, Clir Beryl Ezzard, ClIr Stella Jones, ClIr
Andrew Parry, Clir Andrew Starr and Cllir David Tooke

Officers present (for all or part of the meeting):

Vivienne Broadhurst (Executive Director - People Adults), Theresa Leavy
(Executive Director of People - Children), Jonathan Price (Interim Corporate
Director for Commissioning), Steve Veevers (Corporate Director Operations, Adult
Care), Claire Shiels (Corporate Director - Commissioning, Quality & Partnerships),
Lindsey Watson (Senior Democratic Services Officer), Elaine Tibble (Senior
Democratic Services Officer), Sally Banister (Deputy Director for Integration, NHS
Dorset), Sara Bonfanti (Communications & Engagement Officer, Stroke Team,
Somerset NHS Foundation Trust), Dr Louise Farbus (Head of Stakeholder
Engagement, Direct Commissioning NHS England), Tessa Fielding (Programme
Manager, South West Dentistry), Julie Jones (Programme Manager, Stroke,
Neurorehabilitation & Community Hospitals), Anita Thomas (Dorset County
Hospital, NHS Trust Provider), Rebecca Varndell (Engagement &
Communications Co-ordinator, NHS Dorset) and Dr Robert Whiting (Stroke
Consultant)

14. Declarations of Interest

N Ireland declared an interest in respect of agenda item 8 (Somerset
Hyperacute Stroke Case for Change) specifically with regard to the following;
his partner is a Governor (appointed by Dorset Council) to Dorset Healthcare
University NHS Foundation Trust; daughter is a junior doctor who has worked
in Dorset and Somerset for various Trusts over the past year; and partner is a
Matron/Service Manager at Yeovil District Hospital. Her services include
Anaesthetics, ITU, Obstetrics and Gynaecology.

15. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 19 May 2022 were confirmed as a correct
record and signed by the Chairman.



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Chairman's Updates
There were no updates from the Chairman for the meeting.

Public Participation

There were no questions or statements from members of the public or local
organisations.

Councillor Questions

There were no questions from councillors.
Urgent Items

There were no urgent items.

Somerset Hyperacute Stroke Case for Change

The committee received a report from the Programme Manager, Stroke,
Neurorehabilitation and Community Hospitals, with regard to a stroke strategy
and recommendations for how the national ambitions across the stroke
pathway could be delivered by the systems in place in Somerset. The report
covered the recommendation around the way Hyper Acute Stroke Unit and
Transient Ischaemic Attack services were provided in Somerset. The report
provided an update on progress, the options appraisal process and
engagement with Dorset representatives.

Councillors considered the issues arising from the report and discussion was
held in the following areas:

e Staffing issues inthis area

e The current position with engagement to be held and short listing of
options

e Recognition of the crucial importance of getting treatment within the
first hour and the level of service proposed in the different options

e The impact of travel times in rural areas

e The links between service provision within Dorset and Somerset

e Work being undertaken within the Integrated Care System on the
investment in stroke services in the western area of Dorset

e Ambulance crews would make a decision based on judgement of the
appropriate hospital to attend with a patient.

Due to a technical issue, Dr Robert Whiting, who was attending remotely,
could not be heard by those present in the Council Chamber. The Chairman
asked that Dr Whiting submit any comments to the committee in writing,
following the meeting.

A further report would be brought to the relevant overview or scrutiny
committee for response at an appropriate time, in line with the consultation to
be undertaken.



21.

It was proposed by J Orrell seconded by L O’Leary

Decision

That the People and Health Scrutiny Committee support the need for
Thrombolysis as close to patients as possible with the opportunity to transfer
for further treatment as required.

The Chairman thanked all internal and external attendees for their contribution
to the discussion.

Dental Access for Adults and Children in Dorset

The committee received and considered a report on dental access for adults
and children in Dorset.

The committee had been joined remotely by Dr Louise Farbus, Head of
Stakeholder Engagement, Direct Commissioning NHS and Tessa Fielding,
Programme Manager for South West Dentistry. However due to a technical
issue they could not be heard by those attending in the Council Chamber.
The Chairman agreed that the committee could ask questions and that these
would be provided to Dr Farbus and Ms Fielding and that the item would be
put back on the agenda for the next meeting of the committee on 20
September 2022.

S Bartlett declared an interest in respect of the item as he worked in the
dental industry.

Councillors considered the issues arising from the report and questions/points
were noted in the following areas:

e The report did not make reference to the General Dental Council

e The impact of the Covid Pandemic on the provision of dental services

e A suggestion was made that a further report should be brought to the
committee in 6 months, to review whether there had been an
improvement in the number of people being seen by dentists

e Aview was expressed that it was felt the report did not consider how to
improve the situation with the equality of access to NHS dentists

e Issues with accessing an NHS Dentist for those people who have not
seen a dentist for a period of time due to the Covid Pandemic — do
they need to stay on the waiting list until they can get a dentist?

e Arequest was made for a list of common ‘myth busters’ around
dentistry issues

e A point was made that the Integrated Care System needed to take
more account of dental services, particularly with getting information
on services out into the community and promotion of good dental
hygiene

e Reference was made to a recent Healthwatch Dorset report with regard
to funding available for additional dental appointments — how much



was spent in Dorset and how many additional appointments did this
equate to?

e Issues around attracting healthcare workers, including dentists, into the
area and links to issues such as provision of affordable housing and
access to private rented housing

e Issues around the retention and training of younger people in Dorset to
work in this area

e Need to improve communications including signposting people to
organisations such as Dentaid

e Links to GP’s and hospital services including potential emergency
service provision as part of Accident and Emergency departments.

The Chairman noted that questions raised would be provided to the guest
presenters for consideration at the next meeting of the committee, along with
a list of common ‘myth busters’. Potential recommendations for Cabinet
would be considered when the item was discussed at the next meeting.

22. Forward Plans

Councillors reviewed the committee’s forward plan and noted items to be
considered at forthcoming meetings. Points were raised as follows:

e Dental access for adults and children in Dorset would be added to the
forward plan for the next meeting on 20 September 2022

e The timing and relevant committee to consider the item ‘Somerset
Hyperacute Stroke Case for Change’ would be confirmed following
the meeting

e Alook at the ambulance service, to include waiting times was to be

considered and could be undertaken as a joint review with
Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Council.

23. Exempt Business

There was no exempt business.

Duration of meeting: 10.00 - 11.04 am

Chairman



